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HOUSE BI LL 2243

St ate of WAshi ngt on 60t h Legi sl ature 2007 Regul ar Session
By Representatives Quall and Priest

Read first tinme 02/ 14/2007. Referred to Commttee on Comrmerce & Labor.

AN ACT Relating to the replacenent of notor vehicle keys; and
addi ng a new section to chapter 46.70 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. A new section is added to chapter 46.70 RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) For the purposes of this section:

(a) "Information" includes, but is not limted to, the notor
vehicle's key code and, if applicable, immbilizer or access code, and
its successor technol ogy and term nol ogy;

(b) "Motor vehicle" nmeans every notor vehicle, except notorcycles
and notor-driven cycles, designed for carrying ten passengers or |ess
and used for the transportation of persons;

(c) "Registered | ocksmth" neans a |l ocksmth |icensed and bonded in
Washi ngton state that has registered with a notor vehicle manufacturer,
and has been issued a registry nunber and security password by the
manuf act ur er;

(d) "Registered owner" neans the person whose |awful right of
possession of a notor vehicle has nost recently been recorded with the
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departnent of licensing. "Registered owner"” includes a | essee of the
nmotor vehicle when the |essee's nanme appears on the notor vehicle
regi stration

(2)(a) A notor vehicle manufacturer of a new notor vehicle sold or
leased in this state after Decenber 31, 2008, shall provide the
regi stered owner of the notor vehicle, through a registered | ocksmth,
i nformati on necessary to permt the production of a replacenent key or
other functionally simlar device by the registered |locksmth that
allows the regi stered owner of the notor vehicle to enter, start, and
operate the notor vehicle. This information nust be nade avail abl e at
all tinmes to registered owners of notor vehicles by telephone or
el ectronically.

(b) Wien the registered owner of the notor vehicle or the
registered owner's famly nenber requests a registered locksmth to
produce a replacenent key or other functionally simlar device that
allows the notor vehicle to be entered, started, and operated, and
information is needed from the notor vehicle manufacturer to produce
the requested key or other functionally simlar device, the registered
| ocksmth shall visually verify:

(1) The identity of the requesting party through that party's
driver's license;

(i) That the registration of the notor vehicle matches the
requesting party's identity and address, or the | ast name and address
if the requesting party is a famly nenber of the registered owner; and

(iii) That the vehicle identification nunber of the notor vehicle
mat ches the vehicle identification nunber on the registration.

If the registered locksmth verifies these requirenents, the
regi stered locksmth shall sign and file an affidavit that he or she
has visually verified the informati on and proceed to access the needed
information fromthe notor vehicle manufacturer.

(c) After conpleting the requested service, the registered
| ocksmth shall give any key code information obtained fromthe notor
vehicle manufacturer to the registered owner, or if applicable, the
registered owner's famly nenber, and shall destroy all information
accessed from the notor vehicle manufacturer in the registered
| ocksm th's possession. Except in cases of fraud or m sappropriation,
a registered locksmth who follows the requirenments of this section
does not incur liability for theft of the notor vehicle related to the
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| ocksmth's production of a replacenent key or functionally simlar
device that allows the motor vehicle to be entered, started, and
oper at ed.

(d) When a notor vehicle manufacturer receives a request from a
registered locksmth for information to enable the locksmth to produce
a replacenent key or other functionally simlar device that allows the
not or vehicle to be entered, started, and operated, and the request was
originally made by the notor vehicle's registered owner or the
regi stered owner's famly nmenber, the manufacturer shall: Require the
registered I ocksmth to confirmthe | ocksmth's registration wth the
manuf acturer's registry; provide the security password issued by the
manuf acturer; and conply with any other reasonable authentication
pr ocedure. The notor vehicle manufacturer shall also require the
registered ocksmth to confirmthe visual identity of the registered
owner or registered owner's famly nenber and the notor vehicle
verifications as described under (b) of this subsection. I f the
registered locksmth verifies these requirenents along wwth the vehicle
identification nunber and nodel nunber, the notor vehicle manufacturer
shall provide the registered locksmth, for the notor vehicle
identified by the vehicle identification nunber and nodel nunber, the
i nformati on necessary to enable the production of a replacenent key or
ot her functionally simlar device that allows the notor vehicle to be
entered, started, and operated.

(e) A notor vehicle manufacturer subject to this section shall
retain and make the information described in (b) of this subsection
avai |l able for at least twenty-five years fromthe date of manufacture
of the nmotor vehicle.

(f) A notor vehicle manufacturer that follows the requirenents of
this section does not incur liability for theft of the vehicle related
to furnishing the information to a registered locksmth for the
production of a replacenent key or functionally simlar device that
allows the notor vehicle to be entered, started, and operated.

(3) Until January 1, 2013:

(a) This section applies to a notor vehicle line of a notor vehicle
manufacturer that is exenpt under (b) of this subsection, if after
January 1, 2009, the notor vehicle line provides for the production of,
by any person other than the notor vehicle nmanufacturer, a repl acenent
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key or other functionally simlar device that allows the notor vehicle
to be entered, started, and operated.

(b) This section does not apply to a notor vehicle Iine of a notor
vehi cl e manufacturer that on January 1, 2007, did not provide for the
production of a replacenent key or other functionally simlar device
that allows the notor vehicle to be entered, started, and operated
only by the notor vehicle manufacturer, provided that the vehicle
manuf acturer operates a tel ephone or electronic request line at all
ti mes, and upon a request of the registered owner or famly nenber of
the registered owner of the notor vehicle, a replacenent key or other
functionally simlar device that allows the motor vehicle to be
entered, started, and operated, is furnished to the regi stered owner at
a reasonable cost within one day of the request or via the next
over ni ght delivery.

(c) This section does not apply to a notor vehicle Iine of a notor
vehi cl e manufacturer that sold between two thousand five hundred and
five thousand notor vehicles of that line in the prior cal endar year in
the state.

(4) This section does not apply to a notor vehicle manufacturer
that sold fewer than two thousand five hundred notor vehicles in the
prior calendar year in the state.

(5) The duties inposed on a notor vehicle manufacturer under this
section my be perforned either by the mnufacturer or the
manuf acturer's agent through a contract.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. If any provision of this act or its
application to any person or circunstance is held invalid, the
remai nder of the act or the application of the provision to other
persons or circunstances is not affected.

~-- END ---
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